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Northwestern University Libraries offers an option for students to publish their master’s thesis online 
and have them digitally archived. Arch is Northwestern’s open access research and data repository. 
 
Benefits for publishing and archiving your thesis: 

• Your work will be indexed by search engines and discoverable by researchers around the world, 
extending your work’s impact beyond Northwestern 

• Your work will be assigned a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) to ensure perpetual online access and 
to facilitate scholarly citation 

• Your work will help accelerate discovery and increase knowledge in your subject domain by 
adding to the global corpus of public scholarly information 

 
Get started: 

• Visit Arch: http://arch.library.northwestern.edu/ 

• Log in with your NetID 

• Describe your thesis: title, author, date, keywords, rights, license, subject, etc. 

• Upload your thesis PDF and any related supplemental files (data, analysis code, figures, images, 
presentations, documentation, etc.) 

• Select a visibility: Public, Northwestern-only, Embargo (i.e. delayed release) 

• Save your work to the repository 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
Do I have to transfer my copyright to Northwestern University?  
No. You retain copyright to your thesis and any supplemental files you publish with Arch. We require a 
non-exclusive license that grants Northwestern permission to store, provide access, and preserve the 
files you upload to the repository. You can read the deposit agreement in its entirety here: 
http://arch.library.northwestern.edu/agreement  
 
What is an embargo? 
An embargo is an option for you to deposit your work immediately, but to set a delay on the public 
release of your work. Some researchers select this option when they are in the process of publishing 
their work in a peer-reviewed journal or book, or if they are applying for a patent. A typical embargo 
period is two years.  
 
Will this limit my options for publishing in peer-reviewed journals or books? 
It depends on the policies of the publisher. Some publishers prohibit submissions of work that is already 
publicly available online, while others do not. If you plan to publish your thesis work in a peer-reviewed 
publication you can either use the embargo option to delay the release of your thesis files, or you can 
opt-out entirely.  
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